
therapeutic models aimed at building meaningful relationships, unique reform programs, and posi-

tive youth development strategies. All are shared as potential best practices, though Bernstein also

cautions us that these fledgling efforts are challenging status quo juvenile justice policy, funding,

and practice. Rehabilitation, she notes, relies on strong communicative relationships, something

in short supply to most youth in the system.

She concludes by reminding us that even though the number of youths in the system is dropping,

‘‘[w]e should not break out the champagne . . . for doing less of a terrible thing’’ (p. 308). Burning

Down the House is highly recommended for staff, administrators, and policy makers involved with

juvenile justice as well as youth allies and social workers committed to supporting youth at risk for

involvement with the system.

Shah, S. P. (2014). Street corner secrets: Sex, work and migration in the city of Mumbai. New Delhi, India: Orient
Blackswan. 258 pp. ₹ 785 (US$89.95; hardcover), ISBN 978-81-250-5628-7.

Reviewed by: Prachi Patil, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India
DOI: 10.1177/0886109915604898

Street Corner Secrets uses critical ethnography, archival research, and discourse analysis to

effectively analyze the ways in which poor migrant women engage in sexual commerce as one

of the means for survival and livelihood. Shah’s multisite research study has been conducted at

three different locales: a nakawhich can be defined as any crossroad or street corner where day

wage laborers gather to solicit construction work, a commuter street, and lastly a red-light dis-

trict in Mumbai. The respondents in Shah’s study belong to the historically marginalized

scheduled caste and tribe communities. Thus, the book successfully weaves together the issues

of landlessness, access to water, poverty, caste, and gender into the analytic realms of sexual

commerce.

Naka, the first research site is a time bound space that manifests itself during the morning when

day wage workers gather to find employment. Shah explores the naka through a gendered lens, look-

ing at women’s differential access to workspaces and the implications of seeking employment at the

naka as a woman. The complexity of women’s employment at the naka is characterized by the

unstated rule that contractors hire women who are willing to provide sex. Thus, the concept of “nor-

malizing gaze” which takes for granted that all female wage workers at the naka are sexually avail-

able becomes one of the highlights of the book.

A commuter street located near a railway station is the second research site. Shah documents

migrant women from rural areas, who come to Mumbai to do sex work on the street and utilize its

anonymity. The women engage in agricultural labor and daily wage labor in villages, while sex work

is seen as a subsidiary income generation strategy. Unlike the naka, sex work is openly solicited and

negotiated on the street. Moral policing by middle-class residents and merchants on the street, police

violence, and meagre earnings mark the lives of the migrant street sex workers. Therefore, one fre-

quently comes across the notion of “izzat” (honor) and its felt subsequent loss due to engagement in

sex work within woman’s narratives.

The third ethnographic site is Kamathipura, a red-light district since colonial times. Shah argues

that once violence is disintegrated from prostitution, then the red-light district can be imagined as a

zone where sex workers organize for work and agitate against the excesses of clients, pimps, and

police. Shah documents how sex work has gone underground due to the demolition of slums, legal

criminalization, and the growing interest of real estate developers in red-light districts. The
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temporality of residential spaces and the ever-present threat of demolition and displacement char-

acterize the lives of participants in all three research sites.

Shah has filled a gap in gender studies and labor studies by the ethnographic study of a “hid-

den population,” which was until now either ignored or underrepresented in academia. She takes

us beyond the “choice” vis-à-vis “force” paradigm and explores sexual commerce as negotiation

for daily survival. The book makes a contribution to the sociology of everyday life by document-

ing the daily patterns of women in sexual commerce. However, the ethnographic study could

have benefited from interviews with stakeholders like contractors, merchants, and police person-

nel, making it richer. The book is a must read for scholars of gendered labor, sexual labor, and

women’s ethnography. Most importantly, the book will be an enriching read for anyone interested

in women’s studies.

Hart, T. (2015). Health in the city: Race, poverty, and the negotiation of women’s health in New York city, 1915–1930.
New York, NY: New York University Press. 327 pp. $55.00 (hardback), ISBN 978-1-4798-6799-8.

Reviewed by: Barbara Levy Simon, Columbia University, New York, NY, USA
DOI: 10.1177/0886109915604897

Hart mined historical archives in order to interrogate two social work and public health care pro-

grams launched between 1915 and 1930 for impoverished pregnant women and their newborns

among New York City’s African Americans, British West Indians, and southern Italians. The Asso-

ciation for Improving the Condition of the Poor (AICP), a charity and social service agency, tried to

reduce rates of maternal and infant mortality in Columbus Hill (West 58th–63rd streets in Manhat-

tan) among black migrants from the South and the Caribbean. Subsequently, the AICP focused on

the same goal in the Mulberry district of Lower Manhattan with southern Italians.

Nine months into the Columbus Hill program, the AICP switched its goal from reducing tuber-

culosis and respiratory illnesses among black women and their infants to diminishing syphilis in the

same population. All women who sought care in Columbus Hill first were required to take a syphilis

test. This sudden swapping of aims reflected a prevailing white supremacist assumption that African

American and African Caribbean women and men were sexually promiscuous.

The Mulberry Hill project attempted to reduce death rates among newborns and pregnant immi-

grant women from southern Italy while concomitantly ending their reliance on midwives. The AICP

hoped to persuade the women to turn to obstetricians for their deliveries. The initiative failed since

pregnant immigrant women in Mulberry Hill, long reliant on midwives in Italy, persisted in that

preference.

This book will be of interest to scholars of the history of social work, health care, African Amer-

ican studies, gender studies, migration, and immigration. Sadly, its postmodern language and occa-

sional lapses into polemics disqualify the book as a useful classroom text.

Missing from the book were maps of the geographic sections under study. To appreciate the con-

text and terrain of the health projects Hart explored, one would have to be a Manhattanite to appreci-

ate the location and juxtaposition of these neighborhoods within the overall island.

Unfortunately, the author generalized about social work and public health’s approach to mater-

nity and infant care with black migrants and immigrants in the New York Cty between 1915 and

1930 by drawing on the writing of two prominent social workers who were directly involved in the

AICP projects and on AICP records. While, of course, these sources were necessary data banks, they

were insufficient for making the claims about the history of social work and health care that Hart
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