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7.3.1 - Portray the performance of the Institution in one area distinctive to
its priority and thrust, 2023-24

Networking with government and non-government agencies to address the social issues is the
distinct feature of the Institute. The institute has collaboration with the Govt., NGO’s and local
community working with them as knowledge partner. Faculty and students actively involved
in the activities in collaboration with 60 development organisations including industries and
communities during the academic year 2023-24. Under the regular field work extension
programme of MSW course, the students were placed for conducting outreach activities in
social welfare, service and development sectors in 32 agencies including local schools (ZP and
Municipal), family and child welfare agencies and medical and psychiatric settings including
hospitals, 9 industrial units for HRM placements, 8 urban slum communities and 11 village
communities. The structure of field work is such that students spent three days staying
overnight in the affected communities. It made students understand the local realities, connect
to the local context and get hands on experience of working with people. This also becomes
an avenue for the students to relate the class room theoretical knowledge to field work.

The Institute continued the Shelter project for the Urban Homeless in collaboration with
Ahmednagar Municipal Corporation for the sixth year in 2023-24. Major activities carried out
during 2023-24 included provision of night shelter to 214 people, identification 93 new
homeless for night shelter, individual counselling to the urban homeless, conducting survey of
homeless persons, awareness campaign, organization of three health check-up camps, health
and medical support to 169 persons, special programmes and recreational activities, case
management by networking with different govt. offices and agencies, coordination with family
persons for rehabilitation process, provision of livelihood to 25 persons, family based
rehabilitation to 25 persons, and assistance to 5 beneficiaries to get government
documents/identity cards.

NSS is the official extension project of the Institute supported by the University. Under the
NSS, the Institute has got the sanction for 150 students. The Institute conducted a number of
extension activities under NSS, such as, awareness on violence against Animals (1% September
2023), Teacher’s Day Programme (5" September 2023), Celebration of NSS Day (25"
September 2023), NSS - Red Ribbon Club Activity in collaboration with DAPCU, Civil
Hospital & Deshpande Hospital, Ahilyanagar (poster making and elocution competitions on
14" October 2023), Ek Tarikh, Ek Ghanta — Swatchata Abhiyaan in collaboration with
students’ development office, CSRD-ISWR (1% October 2023), elocution and poster
presentation competitions on Rashtriya Yuva Din (12" January 2024), and Street play on




Voter’s awareness at Collector’s office and Gulmaohar Road, Ahilyanagar (25" January
2024).

7 days NSS special residential rural camp with support from Savitribai Phule Pune University
was successfully organized from 13" to 19" January 2024 in Sonewadi Village of Ahilyanagar
district. The activities undertaken during the camp included cleanliness drive in the village,
tree plantation, colouring the trees and making protection to the trees, soak pits in the primary
school, construction of farm pond, and cleaning and tree plantation in the cemetery. During
the camp, awareness programmes were conducted in the village, abolition of bonded labour
and dowry system, village free from open defecation, prevention of female foeticide,
alcoholism, HIV/AIDS, and education of girls. Several seminars were held during the NSS
camp including disaster management, personality development, time management,
competitive exam preparation, waste water management and sanitation and rural health issues.

Under the extension activities of the Institute, an impact assessment study was undertaken by
the Institute during 2023-24. It was the ICSSR Sponsored Special Call for Short-term
Empirical Research Project namely “The Reach and Socio-economic Impact of Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojana in Ahilyanagar District, Maharashtra: A Case Study”. The total budget for
the project is Rs. 5 Lakhs. The project duration was 1 September 2023 to 29 February 2024.
Under this research project, the Institute assessed the socio-economic impact of the urban
poverty alleviation scheme of the central government in the district of Ahilyanagar.

The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) is an annual, citizen-led household survey that
aims to understand whether children in rural India are enrolled in school and whether they are
learning. The Institute is collaborating with Pratham Education Foundation for conduct of
ASER Survey. This year our student and faculty were engaged in the conducting the Read Net
survey in 120 villages of Ahilyanagar district during September to November 2023.

The Rashtriya Chemical Fertilizer Ltd. Mumbai under their CSR project is providing
Scholarship/Financial Assistance Scheme for Educational Enhancement and Development of
200 SC/ST students in five districts namely Aurangabad, Beed, Buldhana, Osmanabad and
Ahilyanagar of Maharashtra. The Institute is actively engaged in implementation and
monitoring of the project. A scholarship distribution programme for 200 students from all the
five districts was held at the Institute on 27 February 2024. It was attended by mentor, teachers,
parents and RCF representatives.

The Institute is implementing the mentoring project in collaboration with Ray Foundation,
Mumbai, for overall educational empowerment of students from vulnerable communities in
Maharashtra since August 2023. The MSW students shall be trained as mentors for the school
going children of the vulnerable communities. Under this programme hand-in-hand mentoring
support is provided to disadvantaged children who need educational support. Our faculty and
students are actively engaged in mentoring process. Ray Foundation is providing technical
assistance and training required for the purpose.



